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EPHEsS.v. 14. 


Awake. thou that ſleepeſt, and ariſe from the Dead, and 
Chriſt ſhall give thee Light. 


N diſcourſing on theſe Words, , I ſhall 


with the Help of GOD, 

= Firſt, Deſcribe the Sleepers to whom 
l chey are ſpoken. 

— Scondy, Inforce the Exhortation, A. 
avake thou that ſleepeſt, and ariſe from the Dead. And 

Thirdly, Explam the Promiſe made to ſuch as do 
axvake and ariſe, Chriſt fall give thee Light. | 

I.) 1. And firſt, as to the Sleepers here ſppken to. 
By Sleep is ſignified the Natural State of Man : That. 
deep. Sleep ot the Soul into which the Sin of Adamhath 
caſt all who ſpring from his Loins ; that Supineneſs, 
Indolence, and Stupidity, that Inſenſibility of his real? 
Condition, wherein every Man comes into the World, 
and continues till the Voice of GOD awakes him. 

2. Now they that ſleep, ſleep in the Night, The 
State. of Nature is a State of utter Darkneſs ; a State 
wherein Daraneſs covers the Earth, and groſs Darkneſs 
the People. The poor unawakened. Sinner, how much . 
Knowledge ſoever he may have, as to other Things, 
has no Knowledge of himſelf : In this Reſpect he . 
Rnoweth nothing yet as be oaghs to know; He knows 
not that he is a fallen Spirit, whoſe only Buſineſs in the 
preſent World is to recover from his. Fall, to regain. . 
that Image of GOD wherein he was created. He 
ſees no Neceſſity for the ant Thing needful, even that in- 
ward univerſal Change, that Birth from above (figured 
out. by Baptiſm) which is the Beginning of that total 
Renovation, that Sanctification of Spirit, Soul and 
Bady, without which n Man ſhall ſte the Loxp. 

3. Full of all Diſeaſes as he is, he fancies himſelf in 
perfect Health: Faſt bound in Miſery and Iron, he 
dreams that he is happy, and at Liberty. He ſays, 
| A 2 Peace, 
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Peace, Peace, while the Devil, as a frong Mau armed, amt 
is in full Poſſeſſion of his Soul. He ſleeps on till, and Ab 
takes his Reft, tho' Hell is moved from beneath to eve 
meet him: tho? the Pit, from whence there is no Re- Pa 
turn, hath opened its Mouth to ſwallow him up: A viſe 
Fire is kindled around him, yet he knoweth it not; Cup 
yea it burns him, yet he lays it not to Heart. An 
4. By one who ſleeps we are therefore to underſtand «va 
(and wou'd to G OD we might all underſtand it!) A co 
Sinner ſatisfied in his Sins; contented to remain in his bea 
fallen State, to live and die without the Image of By 
GOD: One who 1s ignorant both of his Diſeaſe, and no 
of the only Remedy for it: One who never was warned, 15 
or never regarded the warning Voice of GOD to fee B 
Jom the Wrath to come: One that never yet ſaw he 5 
was in Danger of Hell-fire, or cried out in the Ear- J. 
neſtneſs of his Soul, M Hat muſt I do to be ſaved ? 4 
5. If this Sleeper be not Outwardly Vicious, his 1 
Sleep is uſually the deepeſt of all: Whether he be of 
the Laodicean Spirit, neither cold nor hot; but a quiet, 
rational, inoffenſive, good-natured Profeſſor of the | 
Religion of his Fathers ; or whether he be Zealous 
and Orthodox, and after the moſt ftraiteſt Se of our 
Religion, lives a Phariſee ; that is, according to the Scrip- 
tural Account, one that ies him/elF; one that la- 
bours to eftablih his own Righteouſneſs, as the Ground 
of his Acceptance with GOD. 
6. This is he, who having a Form of Godlineſs, d:- 
mes the Power thereof ; yea, and probably reviles it, 
whereſoever it is found, as mere Extravagance and De- 
luſion. Mean while, the wretched Self-deceiver thanks 
GOD, that he 7s »ot as other Men are; Adulterer:, 
Unuft, Extortioners: No, he doth no Wrong to any 
Man. He fafts twice in the Week, uſes all the Means of 


Grace, is conſtant at Church and Sacrament ; yea, and 


ves Tithes of all that he has, does all the Good that 
e can: Touching the Rightecuſne/s of the Law, he is 
blamele/s : He wants nothing of Godlineſs, but the 
Power ; nothing of Religion, but the Spirit ; nothing 
of Chriſtianity, but the Truth and the Life. 
7. But know ye not, that however highly eſteemed 
among 


? 
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arma, among Men, [ch a Chriſtian as this may be, he is an 
ll, and Abomination in the Sight of GOD, and an Heir of 
ath to every Woe, which the Son of GOD Veſterday, to. 
0 Re- Day, and for ever denounces againſt Scribes and Pha- 
: A4 „iſces, Hypocrites? He hath made clean the Outſide of the 
not; Cup and the Platter, but within is full of all Filthineſs. 


An Evil Diſeaſe cleaveth ſtill unto him, ſo that his in- 
avard Parts are ve Wickedreſs. Our Lo R fitly 
compares him to a painted Sepulchre, Which appears 
beautiful without ; but nevertheleſs is uu of dead Mens. 
Bones, and of all Uncleanneſs. The Bones indeed are 
no longer dry; the Sinews and Fleſh are come up upon 
them, and tbe Shin covers them above: But there is no 
Breath in them, no Spirit of the Living GOD. And 
if any Man have not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is nous of 
his. Ye are Chriſt's, if ſo be that the Spirit of GOD 
dwell in cu. But if not, God knoweth that ye abide 
in Death, even until now. 

8. This is another Character of the Sleeper here 
ſpoken to. He abides in Death, tho' he knows it 
not. He is dead unto GOD, 4,9, in Treſpaſſes and 
Sins. For, to be carnally minded is Death. Even as 
it is written, by one Man Sin entercd into the World; 
end Death by Sin: Aud ſo Death paſſed upon all Men, 
not only temporal Death, but likewiſe Spiritual and 
Eternal. I the Day thou eate/? (ſaid GOD to Adam} 
Theu ſhalt ſurely die. Not bodily (unleſs as he then 
became Mortal) but ſpiritually : Thou ſhalt loſe the 
Life of thy Soul: Thou ſhalt die to GOD ; ſhalt be 
ſeparated from Him, thy eſſential Life and Happineſs. 

9. Thus firit was diſſolved the Vital Union of our 
Soul with GOD: Inſomuch that 7» the Mid of Na- 
tural Life ave are now in Spiritual Death. And herein 
we remain till the ſecond Alam becomes à quickening 
Spirit to us, till he raiſes the Dead, the Dead in Sin, 
in Pleaſure, Riches, or Honours, But before an 
dead Soul can live, he hears ſhearkens to) the Pore of 
the Sen of GOD: He is made ſenſible of his loſt 
Eſtate,. and receives the Sentence of Death in himſelf© 
He knows hi mſelf to be dcad while he liveth, dead to 
GOD and all che Things of GOD : Having no more 
3 Power 
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10. And moſt certain it is, that one dead in Sin, has 
not Senſes exerciſed to diſcern ſpititual Good and Exil. 


Having Eyes, he fees not, he hath Ears, and hears not. 


He doth not taſte and fee that the Lord is'gracicus. He 
hath not ſeen GOD at any Time, nor heard his Voice, 


nor handled the Word of Life. In vain 1s the Name 


of Jesvs /ike Ointment poured forth, and all his Car- 
ments ſmell of Myrrh, Ales, and Caſſta. The Soul 
that ſleepeth in Death, hath no Perception of any Ob- 
jects of this Kind. His Heart is pa/? feeling, and un- 
derſtandeth none of theſe Things. 

11. And hence, having no ſpiritual Senſes, no In- 
lets of Spiritual Knowledge, the Natural Man re- 
ceiveth not the Things of the Spirit of GOD; nay, 
he is ſo far from receiving them, that whatſoever 1s 
ſpiritually diſcerned, is mere Fooliſhneſs unto him. 
He is not content with being utterly Ignorant of Spiri- 
tual Things, but he denies the very Exiſtence of them. 
And Spiritual Senſation itſelf is to Him, the Fooliſtmeſs 
of Folly. Heow, faith he, can theſe Things be? How 
can any Man 4x, that he is alive to GOD? Even. 
as you know, that your Body is now alive. Faith is 
the Life of the Soul: And if ye have this Life abiding 
in you, ye want no Marks to evidence it 70 yourſelf, 


but that {az yos TIveuuares, that divine Conſciouſ- 
neſs, that Witne/7of GOD, which is more and greater 
than ten thouſand human Witneſſes. 

12, If he doth not now bear witneſs with thy Spirit, 
that thou art a Child of GOD, O that he might con- 
vince Thee, Thou poor unawakened Sinner, by his De- 
monſtration and Power, that 'Thou art a Child of the 
Devil! O that as I propheſy, there might now be 4 
Noiſe and a Shaking, and may the Bones come together, 
Bone to his Bone. Then come from the feur Winds, O 
Breath, and breath en theſe ſlain, that they may live ! 
And do not ye harden your Hearts, and reſiſt the Holy 
Ghoſt, who even now is comè to convince you of Sin, 

| becauſe 


Power to perform the Actions of a living Chriſtian, Bec 
than a dead Body to perform the Functions of a living of 
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iſtian, Becauſe you believe not on the Name of the only begotten Son 
wving of GOD. 
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II.) 1. Wherefore, awvaks Thou that ſleepeſt, and 
ariſe from the Dead. GOD calleth Thee now by my 
Mouth; and bids Thee know thyſelf, Thou fallen 
Spirit, thy true State and only Concern below, hat 
meuneſt Thou, O Sleeper ? Ariſe ! Call upon thy GOD, 
if /o be thy GOD vill think upon Thee, that thou periſh 
not. A mighty Tempeſt is ſtirred up round about 
Thee, and Thou art ſinking into-the Depths of Perdi- 
tion, the Gulf of GO D's Judgments. If Thou wouldſt 
eſcape them, caſt thyſelf into them. Fudge thy/elf, 
and Thou ſhalt vf be judged of the LoRD. 

2. Awake, awake ! Stand up this Moment, leaſt 
Thou drink at the Lord's Hand the Cup of his Fury. Stir 
up thyſelf ta lay hold on the Lord, the Lord thy Righte- 
ouſneſs, mighty to ſave! Shake thyſelf from the Duſt. 
At leaft, let the Earthquake of GOD's Threatnings 
ſhake Thee. Awake and cry out with the trembling 
Gaoler, What muſt I dh to be ſaved ? And never reſt, 
till Thou believeſt on the Lord Jeſus, with a Faith 
which is his Gift, by the Operation of his Spirit. 

3. It I ſpeak to any one of you more than to an- 
other, it is to Thee, who thinkeſt thyſelf unconcern'd 
in this Exhortation. I have a Meſſage from GOD 
unto Thee. In his Name I warn Thee 79 flee from 
the Wrath to come. | hou unholy Soul, ſee thy Pic- 
ture in condemn'd Peter, lying in thedark Dungeon, 
between the Soldiers, bound with two. Chains, the 
Keepers before the Door keeping the Priſon. The 
Night is far ſpent, the Morning is at hand, when thou 
art to be brought forth to Execution. And in theſe 
dreadful Circumitances, Thou art faſt aſleey ; Thou 
art faſt aſteep in the Devil's Arms, en the Brink of the 
Pit, in the Jaws of everlaſting Deſtruction. 

4. O may the Angel of the Lord come upon Thee, and 
the Light Sine into thy Priſon ! And mayſt thou feel 
the Stroke of an Almighty Hand, raiſing Thee with 
Ariſe up quickly, gird thyſelf and bind on thy Sandals, 
caſt thy Garment about Thee, and follow me. 

5. Awake, Thou everlaiting Spirit, out of thy 
A 4 Dream 
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Dream of Worldly Happineſs. Did not GOD create thy 
Thee for Himſelf? Ihen, Thou canſt not reſt, till Je: 
Thou reſteſt in Him. Return thou Wanderer. Fly be 
back to thy Ark. This is not thy Home. Think not hel 


of building 1 abernacles here. Ihou art but a Stran- 
ger, a Sejourner vpon Earth : A Creature of a Day, 
but, juſt launching out into an Unchangeable State. 
Make haſte, Eternity is at Hand. Eternity depends 
on this Moment. An Eternity of Happineſs, or an 
Eternity of Miſery ! 
6. In what State is thy Soul? Was GOD while I 
am yet ſpeaking to require it of I hee, art Thou ready 
to meet Death and judgment? Canſt Thou ſtand in 
his Sight, avho zs of purer Eyes than to behold Iniquity ? 
Art Thou meet to be Partaker of the Inheritance of the 
Saints in Light? Haſt Thou fought à good Fight and 
kept the Faith? Haſt Thou ſecured the one Thing need- 
ful? Haſt Thou recovered the Image of GOD, even 
Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs ? Haſt Thou put of tho 
Old Man and ut on the New ? Art Thou cloathed upon 
evith CuRIST ? 

7. Haſt Thou Oil in thy Lamp? Grace in thy Heart? 
Doſt Thou /zve the Lo thy GOD, with all thy 
Heart, and with all thy Mind, and with all thy Soul, 
and with all thy Strength? Is that Mind in Thee, avbich 
was alſo in CHRIST JEsUs ? Art thou a Chriſtian in- 
deed? That is, a new Creature? Are old Things paſt 
acbay, and all Things become neau? 1 

8. Art Thou Partaker of the Divine Nature? 
Knoweſt Thou not, that CHRIST 7s in Thee, except Thou 
be reprobate ? Knoweſt Thou, that GOD azelleth in 
Thee, and Thou in GOD, by his Spirit which he bath 
given Thee? Knoweſt Thou not, that thy Boay is a 
Temple of the Holy Ghoſt, <uhich Thou haſt of GOD? 
Haſt Thou the M itneſi in thyſelf The Earneſt of thine 
Inheritance! Art Thou ſcaled by that Spirit of Promiſe, 
unto the Day of Redemption? Haſt Thou received the 
Holy Ghoft----- of doſt i hou ſtart at the Queſtion, not 
knowing whether there be any Holy Ghoſt ? | 

9. If it offends | hee, be 1 hou aſſured, that Thou 
neither art a Chriſtian, nor defireſt to be One, Nay, 

thy 
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thy very Prayer is turned into Sin; and thou haſt ſo- 
Jemnly mocked G OD this very Day, by praying for 
the Iinpiration of his Holy Spirit, when Thou didſt not 
believe there was any ſuch | hing to be received. 

10. Yet on the Authority of GO D's Word and 

our own Church, I muſt repeat the Queſtion, Haſt 
Thou received the Holy Ghoſt ? If thou haſt not, 'Thou 
art not yet a Chriſtian : For a Chriſtian is a Man, that 
is anointed <vith the Holy Ghoſt and with Poxwer. Thou 
art not yet made a Partaker of pure Religion and Un- 
defiled. Doſt Thou know what Religion is? That it 
is, a Participation of the Divine Nature, the Life of 
G OD in the Soul of Man: Chrift formed in the Heart, 
Chrift in Thee, the Hope of Glory. Happineſs and Ho- 
lineſs ; Heaven begun upon Earth. 4 Kingdom of 
GOD cuithin Thee : Not Meat and Diink, no out- 
ward Thing; but Righteouſneſs and Peace, and Foy in 
the Holy Ghoſt ? An everlaſting Kingdom brought into 
thy Soul, a Peace of GOD, that paſſetb all Under- 
flanding 3; a Foy unſpeakable and full of Glory? 
11, Knoweſt Thou, that i Jesus CnrisT, neither 
Circumciſion availeth any Thing, nor Uncircumcifion 3 but 
Faith that wworketh by Live ; but a new Creation? 
Seeſt Thou the Neceſſity of that inward Change, that 
Spiritual Birth, that Life from the Dead? That Ho- 
lineſs? And art Thou thoroughly convinced, that 
evithout it, uo Man ſhall fee the Lord? Art Thou la- 
bouring after it? Giving all Diligence, to make thy Cal- 
ling and Election ſure ? Working out thy Salvation with 
Fear and Trembling ? Agonizing to enter in at the ftreight 
Gate? Art Thou in earneſt about thy Soul? And cant. 
thou tell the Searcher of Hearts, Thou, O GOD, art 
the Thing that I long for ! Loxy Thou knoweſt all 
Things! Thou knoweſt that I =vould love Thee! 

12. Thou hopeſt to be ſaved ------ but what Reaſon 
haſt Thou to give of the Hope that is in Thee? Is it 
becauſe Thou haſt done no Harm? Or, becauſe Thou 
haſt done much Good ? Or, becauſe Thou art not like 
other Men; but Wiſe, or Learned, or Honelt and. 
morally Good? Efteemed of Men, and of a fair Reputa- 
tion? Alas, all this will never bring Thee to GOD. 
| It 
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It is in his Account lighter. than Vanity. Doſt Thou an 
now JESUS CHRIST her he hath ſent ? Hath he taught Þnc 
Thee, that by Grace we are ſaved through Faith ? And con 
that, not of ourſelves. It is the Gift of GOD : Not Pt 
of Works, left any Man fhould boaſt... Haſt Thou re- of 
ceived the faithful Saying as the whole Foundation of fe 
thy Hope, Hat JESUS CHRIST came into the World to ſaves bes 
Sinners £ Halt Thou learned what that meaneth, I came un 
not to call the Righteous ; but Sinners to Repentance? Tam Gl 
not ſent, but to the loft Sheep? Art Thou, (He that hear- ih 
eth, let him underſtand!) Loſt, Dead? Damned already? 
—— Doſt Thou know thy Deſerts? Doſt Thou feel 
thy Wants? Art Thou poor in Sfirit ? Mourning for 
GOD and refuſing to be comforted ? Is the Prodigal 
come ta himſelf, and well-content to be therefore 
thought S e himſelf ; by thoſe who are {till feeding 
upon the Huſks which he hath left? Art Thou willing 
to /ive Godly in ChRIS JESUS? And doſt thou there- 
fore /uffer Perſecution ? Do Men ſay all manner of Evil 
againſt Thee falſely, for the Son of Man's Sake ? 

13. O, that in all theſe Queſtions ye may hear the 
Voice that wakes the Dead, and feel that Hammer of 
the Word, which brcaketh the Rock in Pieces! IF 
ye will hear his Voice to Day; while it is called to Day, 
Barden not your Hearts, Now awake Thou that ſleepeſt 
in Spititual Death, that Thou ſleep not in Death Eter- 
nal! Feel thy loſt Eſtate, and ari/e frem the Dead. 
Leave thine old Compar1ons in Sin and Death. Fol- 
low Thou JIESsUs, and let the Dead bury their Dead. 
Save thyſelf from this untoxweard Generation. Came out 
from among them, and be Thou ſeparate, and tech not 
the unclean Thing, and the Loxp fall receive Thee, 
CnrisT Hall give Thee Light. 

III.) 1. This Promiſe 1 come, laſtly, to explain, 
And how incouraging a Conſideration is This, that 
whoſoever Thou art who obeyeſt his Call, Thou cant 
not ſeek his Face in vain, If Thou even now awake 
and ariſeſt from the Dead, he hath bound himſelf to 
give thee Light. The Lord ſhall give Thee Grace and 
Glory; the Light of his Grace here, and the Light of 
his Glory, when Thou receiveſt the Crews that fadeth 

| tat 
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Thou nt amvay. Thy Light ſhall break forth as the Morning, 
taught and thy Darkneſs be as the Noon-Day. GOD who 
Aud commanded the Light to ſhine out of Darkneſs, ſhall 
Nor | ſpine in thy Heart; to give the ' Knowledge of the Glory 
u re- of GOD in the Face of JEsus CHRIST, On them that 
on of fear the Lorp ſhall the Son of Righteouſneſs ariſe, with 
p ſaa healing in his Wings. And in that Day it fall be ſail 
came unto Thee, Ariſe, Mine; for thy Light is come, and the 
Tam Glory of the Lokd ir riſen upon Thee. For CHRIST 
1ear- ſhall reveal himſelf in thee. And he is the true Light. 
ady ? 2. GOD is Light, and will give himſelf to every 
feel awakened Sinner, that waiteth for him: And thou 
for ſhalt then be a Temple of the living GOD, and 
gal Curr ſhall dwell in thy Heart by Faith: And being 
fore rooted and grounded in Lowe, Thou ſhalt be able to com- 
ing prebend avith all Saints, what is the Breadth, and 
ing Length, and Depth, and Heighth of that Lowe of CHRIS 
re- ewhich paſſetn Knowledge, that Thou mayſt be filled awith 
wil all the Fulneſs of GOD. 
3. Ye ſee your Calling, Brethren. We are call'd 
he to be an Habitation of GOD thro' his Spirit: And 


of through his Spirit dwelling in us, to be Saints here, 
IF and Partakers of the Inheritance of the Saints in Light. 
fs So exceeding great are the Promiſes which are given unto 
Ja us, actually given unto us who believe. For by Faith 
r- ave receive, not the Spirit of the World, but the Spirit 
4 «which i5of G O D, the Sum of all the Promiſes, that ave 
l- may knew the Things that are frecly given tous of GOD. 

. 4. The Spirit of CHRIST is that great Gift of GOD, 
t which at ſundry Times, and in divers Manners he hath 
f promiſed to Man, and hath fully beſtowed fince the 
» © Time that Curisr was glorined. Thoſe Promiſes 


before made to the Fathers, he hath thus fulfilled : 

„ T will put my Spirit within you, and cauſe you to walk 
n my Statutes *, T will pour Water upon him that is 
 * thirſty, and Floods upon the dry Ground: { will pour my 
| * Spirit upon thy Seed, and my Bleſfing upon thine Offipring Þ. 
F. Ye may all be living Witneſſes of theſe Things: 

Of Remiſſion of Sins, and the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt ; 


| * Ezek. wi. 27. t Ifaiah aliv. 3. 
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F thou canſ? believe, all Things are poſſible to him. tal 
believeth. Who among you is there, that feareth the 
Lok, and yet walketh on in Darkneſs, and hath no 
Light? I aſk Thee in the Name of JIxsus, Believeſt 


I hou that his Arm is not foortencd at all? T hat he is 
ſill 2nighty to ſave ? | hat he is the ſame Yefterday, to 
Day and for ever ? hat he hath zozww Power, on Earth 
to forgive Sins? Son, be of good Chear ; thy Sins are 


forgiven. GOD for CuxisT's Sake hath forgiven 


'l hee. Receive this, wot as the Word of Man; but as 
it is, indeed, the Ward of GOD ; and hou art juſti- 
fied freely through Faith. hou ſhalt be ſanctified alſo 
through Faith which is in Jesus, and ſhalt ſet to thy 
Seal, even thine, that GOD bath given unto us eter- 
nal Life, and this Life is in his Son. 

6. Men and Brethren, let me freely ſpeak unto you : 
And /uffer ye the Word of Exhortation, even from one, 
the leaſt eſteem'd in the Church. Your Conſcience 
beareth you Witneſs in the Holy Ghoſt, that theſe 
Things are ſo, / /o be ye have taſted that the Lot 75 
gracious. This is Eternal Life, to know the only true 
GOD, and JEsus ChRIS whom he hath ſent. I his 
experimental Knowledge, and this alone is true Chri- 
ſtianity. He is a Chriſtian who hath received the Spi- 
rit of CyrisT. He is not a Chriſtian, who hath not 
received him. Neither is it poſſible to have received 
him and not know 1t. For * at that Day (when he 
cometh, ſaith the Lord) ye all know, that I am in 
ary Father, and you in me, and {in you. I his is that 
Spirit of Truth, whom the World cannot receive, becauſe 
it ſeeth him not, neither knoweth him. But ye know 
him : For be dꝛuclleth with you, and ſhall be in you. 

7. 'The World cannot receive him, but utterly re- 
jecteth the Promiſe of the Father, contradicting and blaſ- 
pheming. But every Spirit which confeſſeth not this, 
is not of GOD: Yea, this is that Spirit of Antichriſt, 
ewhereof ye have heard, that it ſhould come into the 


World, and even now it is in the World. He is Anti- 


chriſt, whoſpever denies the Inſpiration, of the Holy 
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hoſt, or that the indwelling Spirit of GOD is the 
ommon Privilege of all Believ ers, the Ble ing of the 
Goſpel, the unſpeakable Gift, the univerſal Promiſe, 


the Criterion of a real Chriſtian. 


8. It nothing helps them to fay, © We do not de- 
© ny the Aſſiſtance of GOD's Spirit 3 but only this 
as Tuſpir. ation, this receiving the Holy Ghoſt, and be- 
* ing ſenſible of it. It is only this feeling > of the Spi- 
e rit, this being moved by the Spirit, or led with 
& it, Which we deny to have any Place i ia tound Re- 
“ ligion.”'* But in ozly denying this, you deny the 
whole Scriptures, the whole 1ruth and Promiſe and 
1eſtimony of GOD. 

Our own excellent Church knows nothing of this 
deviliſh Diſtinction: But ſpeaks plainly of * felis g the 
Spirit of CHRIST 3 of being ia { by the Holy Gh oft 
and knowing and I feeling there is no ether Name tha 
that of Jesu 3, whereby we can receive any Salvation. 
She teaches us alſo to pray for the || /r/iration of the 


Holy Spisie, yea that we may be filled 2:3th the Holy 
G *. Nay, and every Pref] byter of hers, pr ofeſ- 
{cs ro recti. VE the Hil bat, by 44 e th peſition of Hands. 


Therefore to deny any of theſe, is in Effect, to re- 
nounce the Church of England, as well as the whole 
Chriſtian Revelation. | 
10. But the J. Aalen : of GOD was always Foaliſb- 
neſs with Mea, No marvel then, that the great My- 
ery of the Goſpel ſhould be now alto 5. id from toe 
Wiſe aud Prudcat, as well as in the Days of Old; I hat 
it ſhould be almoſt univerſally denied, ridiculed and 
xploded as mere ee : And all who dare a- 
vow it ſtill, bra mnded with the Names of Madnien and 
Enthufiats. I his is ha. Falli g aνν WIKCH was to 
come: hat general Apoſtaſy, of all Orders and De- 
grees of 1, on, witch we even now find to have over- 
ſpread the E zarth. Run to aua fro in the Streets of Je- 
ruſale;n, and fee if yeu can find a Mau; à Man, that 


* Art 17. + Ofice of conſecrating Prieſts, I Vi- 
ſitation of the Sick. || Collect before the Holy Com- 
munion. Order of Confirmation. 
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loveth the Lon D his GOD with all his Heart, and 1 
ſerveth him with all his Strength? How does our own pur 
Land mourn (that we look no farther) under the Over- ble; 
flowings of Ur godlineſs? What Villainies of every that 
Kind are committed Day by Day; yea, too often are 
with Impunity, by thoſe who fin with a high Hand, 4! 
and glory in their Shame ? Who can reckon up the hat 
Oaths, Curſes, Prophanneeſs, Blaſphemies, the Lying, B 


Slanderine, Evil- ſpeaking, the Sabbath breaking g, Glut- 8 


tony „Drunkennels, Revenge, X06 W horedoms, Adul- der 
teries , and various Uncleanneſs, the Frauds, Injuſtice, 
Oppreſſion, Extortion, which overſpread our Land as L. 
a Soy ? as 
And even among thoſe who have kept them-. th 
ſelves pure from thoſe groſſer Abominarions ; how 8 
much Anger and Pride, how' much Sloth and Idleneſs, 1 
how much Softneſs at id Effeminacy, how much Luxu- L 


ry and Self-Indulgence, how much Covetouſneſs and 
Ambition, how much Thirſt of Praiſe, how much 
Love of the World, how much Fear of Man is to be 
found ? Mean while, how little 'of true Religion ? For 
where is he that loveth eicher GOD or his Neighbour, 
as he hath given us Commandment ? On the one Hand 
are thoſe, who have not ſo much as the Form of God- 
lineſs: On the other, thoſe who have the Form only; 
there ſtands the Open, there the Painted Sepulchre. So 
that in very decd, w hoſoever were earn eſtly to behold 
any publick catherir g together of the People, (I fear 
thoſe in our Church. es are not to be excepted) might 
eaſily perceive, that the ore Part avere Sadducces, and the 
ether Phariſees Ihe one having almoſt as little Con- 
cern about Religion, as if there were no Reſurrection, 
acither Angel nor Sfirit ; and the other making it a 
mere lifeleſs Form, a dull Round of external Perfor- 
mances, without either true Faith, or the Love of 
GOD, or joy in the Holy Ghoſt. 
12. Would to GOD I could except us of this Place, 
Brethren, my Heart's Deſire, and Prayer to GOD for 
ou is, That ye may be ſaved from this overflowing of 
Ungodlineſs, and that here may its proud Waves be 
ſtay d! But is it ſo indeed? GOD Kknoweil, ga, 
| ind 


(:1-] 


t, and nd our own Conſcience, it is not. We have not kept 
Ir own purſelves pure. Corrupt are we alſo and abomina- 
Over. ple; and few arg there that underſtand any more, few 
every that worſhip GOD in Spirit and in ruth. We too 
Often are a Generation that ſet not our Hearts aright, and 
land, whoſe Spirit cleaveth not ſledfaſtly unto GOD. He 

p the hath appointed us indeed, to be the Salt of the Earth. 
Ying, But if the Salt have loſt its Sawour, it is thenceforth 

-lut- good for nothing, but to be caſl out, and to be trodden uns 

\dul- der Foot of Men. | 


UyYCE, 13. And fall I not wifit for theſe Things, ſaith the 
as © Lorp ? Shall not my Soul be avenged on ſuch a Nation 


as this ? Yea, we know not how ſoon he may ſay to 
-M-. the Sword, Saword, go through this Land! He hath 


ow given us long Space to repent. He'lets us alone this 
15, Year alſo : But he warns and awakens us by i hunder. 
u- His Judgments are abroad in the Earth. And we have 
nd all Reaſon to expect that Heavieſt of All, even that 
ch he fhould come unto us quickly, and remove our Candle- 
e flick out of its Place, except eue repent and do the firſt 
Jy lors. Unleſs we return to the Principles of the Re- 
» formation, the Truth and Simplicity of the Goſpel. 
[ Perhaps we are now reſiſting the laſt Effort of Divine 


Grace to ſave us. Perhaps we have well nigh #//led up 
the Meaſure of our Iniquities, by rejecting the Counſel 

of GOD againſt ourlelves, and caſting out his Meſ- 

| ſengers. 

14. O GOD, i the midſt of Wrath remember Mercy ! 
Be glorified in our Reformation, not in our Deſtruction. 
Let us hear the Rod, and him that appointed it, Now 
that ty Tudgments are abroad in the Earth, let the In- 
habitants of the World learn Righteouſneſs. 

. 15. My Brethren, it is high ime for us, to awake 
out of Sleep; before the great Trumpet of the Lokp be 
blown, and our Land become a Field of Blood. O 
may we ſpeedily fee the IU hings that make for our 
Peace, before they are hid from our Eyes] Turn Thou 
us, O good LorD, and let thine Anger ceaſe from us. 
O Lokn, [ok down from Heawen behold and wiſit 
this Vine ; and Cauſe us to know the I ime of our Viſi- 
tation. Help us, O GOD of our Salvation, for the 
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liver us, and be 
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PrOful to ons 
nd fo will de rot go back 
„and we ball call upon th, 
Lox GOD of Ho » ſhewy 
aud we ſhall be Whole, 
mM that is able to 45 exceeding abundanth, 
above all that we car ai or think Acording to the 
der that aro; Leih in 4%, unto him be Glory in the 
Church, by Cnrtsx Jesus Hhroughoue all Ag 
Uthout End Amen, 


